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We are well supplied with inscriptions' setting
forth the chief events of Sargon's reign, and have
only to follow the plain indications of the Annals
in order to see them all in proper sequence.

In the year of the accession of Sargon (722
B. C.) Samaria fell, but it is improbable that he
had anything to do with it in person. He could
scarcely have been present so quickly, leaving be-
hind him all the possible dangers to the throne
which he had just ascended. It was a most for-
tunate result for his reigu that Samaria was taken

1 The following are the chief insciiptious of Saigon's reign (a) The Av-
nak, published first by Botta, Lc Monument de JVmwe, plates 6Ji~yii,
105-120,155-160, and with corrections and amendments by Wmckler, Di?
JKwheJwSftterte Sargorfs, ii. They are translated into English by Jules
Oppert, JRecwds of the Past, First Series, vm, pp. 21-56, but this version is
now somewhat antiquated. There is a good German translation by Winck-
ler, op fit., i, pp. 2-95 The Annals have come down to us in four recen-
sions, in a fragmentary condition, and the relations between the recension
and between paita of the fragments arc sometimes obscure For details
Winckler must be consulted, but allubiona to some of the problems will bt>
found below (b) General Inscription (Iiiseriptwti den Pastes, Frunl In,
xchmft}, published by Botta, op. cit., plates 93-104, 121-154, 181, and by
"Winckler, op. cit, ii, plates 30-36, and translated by him, ilid, i, pp 96-
185, and into English by Oppert, " The Great Inscription in the Palace of
Khorsabad," in the Jfocorik of the Past, First Series, iv, pp 1-20 (c) The
ffisfrijrtiotvt on the Gateway Pavement, published by Botta, op, cif, plates
1-21, and by "Wmckler, op. tit., ii, plates 36-40, and translated by him,
i, pp. 106-163. (d) Inscription ow the Back of the Slafo, published by
Botta, op of, plates 184, ff, and by Winckler, op ut, ii, plate 40, and
translated by him, i, pp. 164-107. (e) Nimroud, Inscription, published by
Layard, Inscriptions m the Cuneiform Character, plates 33, 34, and trans-
lated by Wmckler, op ctt, i, pp 168-173, and by Peiscr, &\Umchnft.
BibL, ii, pp. 34-39. (f) TJw Stele h&erlption, published III H 11, and
translated (in part) by Winckier, op cit,, pp. 1V4-185. (g) Mil Imcmp-
tton, published by Botta, op cit, plates 22-62, and by Lyon, Keilschnft-
textf Sargorts, plates 13-19, and translated by him, pp, 40-47. (h) Cyltx-
dtr Imvnption, published IK. 36, and by Lyon, op oit^ pUtcs 1-12, atid
translated by him, pp